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SUMMARY OF FACULTY SENATE MEETING 4/27/05 
CALL 	 TO ORDER 
Chair Bankston called the meeting to order at 3:22 P.M. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
884 	 Request for Emeritus Status, Paul D. Whitson, Department of 
Biology 
Motion to docket in regular order as items #794; second by 
Senator Pohl. Motion passed. 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEM:~ 
790 Annual Report from the Advisory and Liaison Committee to 
the Department of Military Science 
Robert Dise, Chair of the Military Science Liaison and Advisory 
Committee, was present to review the report for the Senate and 
answer questions along with COL Ronald Albrecht. 
On behalf of the Faculty Senate, Chair Bankston, received the 
report. 
791 	 Mathematics Teaching Major Curriculum Proposal 
Catherine Miller, Mathematics, was present to discuss the 
proposal and answer questions. 
Motion by Senator Chancey to approve the proposal; second by 
Senator Pohl. Motion passed. 




Dr. Sunggye Hong, Department of Special Education, was present 




Motion by Senator Pohl to approve the curriculum proposal for 
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairmnets; second by Senator 
Couch Breitbach. Motion passed. 
794 	 Emeritus Status request, Paul D. Whitson, Department of 
Biology 
Motion by Senator Zaman to approve; second by Senator Pohl. 
Motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Chair Bankston presented recognition plaques to senators that 
will be leaving the Senate after having concluded the maximum 
number of consecutive years of service as allowed by the 
University. He noted that all made significant contributions to 
the Senate and the university 
Karen Couch Breitbach, College of Education, 1999 - 2005. 
Christian Ogbondah, College of Humanities and Fine Arts, 1999 ­
2005. 
Dhirendra Vajpeyi, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
1999 	- 2005. 
Mir Zaman, College of Business Administration, 1999 - 2005. 
Chair Bankston stated that the Senate would also like to 
acknowledge Faculty Chair Dan Power for the contributions he has 
made throughout the year, and presented him with a recognition 
plaque as well. 
Chair Bankston also presented Provost Podolefsky with a 
recognition plaque, acknowledging his contributions throughout 
the years. 
COMMENTS FROM PROVOST PODOLEFSKY 




COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, DAN POWER 
Faculty Chair Power stated his two initiatives this year, 
parking and student retention were looked at but not very 
successful. He actively participated in the Campus 
Conversation, Chaired the Presidential Review Committee, and 
attended Senate meetings. HE found his service to be an 
enjoyable experience. 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
UNI Campus Conversation 
Chair Bankston stated that at Monday's Senate meeting there was 
a request that the Senate continue this conversation. He asked 
the senator's for any additional input. Hearing none, Chair 
Bankston noted that he will forward the input to Carol 
Bodensteiner, Special Assistant to the President, by the Friday 
deadline. 
Senate Speakers Series Report 
The committee consisted of Vice Chair O'Kane, and Senator's 
Herndon and Vinton. Senator Herndon reviewed the report for the 
Senate, noting that they reviewed all the speakers at UNI. They 
decided on a theme, "Academia Makes a Difference u and to follow 
what CHFA has done with the Hearst Speaker Series by rotating it 
between colleges. Their recommendation is for the Senate to 
accept their report and their idea of the theme "Academia Makes 
a Difference u and to establish a standing committee to begin 
implementation, hopefully as early as Spring 2006. 
The Senate discussed a variety of options with Chair Bankston 
recommending that the recommendation be tabled at this time and 
discussed at the fall retreat. 
Associate Provost Koch announced that next Friday, April 29, 
3:30 - 5:30, there will ' be a Graduation Reception honoring our 
graduating graduate students, about 270 of them, in downtown 
Cedar Falls. 
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Chair Bankston thanked the Senate for all their work during a 
very busy year and outlined the majors items that will be coming 
forward next year. 
ADJOURNMENT 
DRAFT FOR SENATOR'S REVIEW 






PRESENT: Ronnie Bankston, Karen Couch Breitbach, Cliff Chancey, 
Cindy Herndon, Melissa Heston, Rob Hitlan, Susan Koch, Chris 
Ogbondah, Aaron Podolefsky, Gayle Pohl, Dan Power, Laura 
Strauss, Donna Vinton, Barbara Weeg, Susan Wurtz, Mir Zaman 
Absent: Otto MacLin, Pierre Mvuyekure, Steve O'Kane, Phil 
Patton, Denise Tallakson, Dhirendra Vajpeyi 
CALL 	 TO ORDER 
Chair Bankston called the meeting to order at 3:22 P.M. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALE~IDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
884 	 Request for Emeritus Status, Paul D. Whitson, Department of 
Biology 
Motion to docket in regular order as items #794; second by 
Senator Pohl. 
Motion passed. 
CONSIDERATION OF' DOCKETED ITEMS 
790 	 Annual Report from the Advisory and Liaison Committee to 
the Department of Military Science 
Robert Dise, Chair of the Military Science Liaison and Advisory 
Committee, was present to review the report for the Senate. He 
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reported that the committee evaluated instructors in the 
Military Science program. Student course evaluations were 
comparable to last year; slightly lower at the high end and 
slightly higher in the middle range. HE noted the level of 
instruction remains high and that written evaluations of 
instructors continue to impress faculty evaluators. 
COL Ronald Albrecht stated that recruitment at UNI and the 
satellite program at the University of Dubuque were both on 
track. UNI is ahead in their recruitment and were recognized 
for being in the top 15% of the nation. As a result of hitting 
that 15% mark they are now challenged with recruiting more 
soldiers and more officers. They are now in the process of 
securing additional classrooms and more blocks of instruction to 
provide opportunities for students on campus, which is part of 
their five-year plan. 
Chair Bankston congratulated COL Albrecht on being in the top 
15% in the nation, and noted that the report indicated that they 
will go from 12 to 17 commissioned officers annually beginning 
2010. He asked what additional support would be needed to 
attain this. 
COL Albrecht responded that they have already talked with the 
Vice-President about these issues. He noted that they plan to 
offer more blocks of instruction, more class opportunities. 
They plan to provide some of their classes through the Wellness 
Center, including a Liberal Arts Core (LAC) course, Survival 
Skills. The plan is, as the new arena is developed, to 
hopefully move into vacated offices and also share classrooms 
with the athletic staff. Additional instructors will be brought 
in at no cost to the university using the Army Reserve training 
division that will instruct during the week in exchange for . 
their drill weekend. This will maintain the top level of 
instruction for those classes. 
Dr. Dise noted that in 2010 the Army commission for the unit 
will be raised from 12 to 17. COL Albrecht also noted that they 
have a track record here for the last five years of always 
pressing upward. 
In terms of the university's commitment, Mike Mixsell, Academic 
Administration Services Coordinator, stated that the original 
agreement with the Army states that UNI provides the facilities 
and appropriate clerical support with the Army providing 
instructors, equipment and textbooks. They are working with 
several on-campus committees to look at enhancing some of the 
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classroom space in the West Gym as it becomes available with the 
opening of the McLeod Center, as well as athletics to make sure 
they can all work together. There doesn't appear that there 
will be any major commitment on the part of the university 
unless it has to do with renovation of their areas, which were 
partially renovated during the last West Gym. 
Associate Provost Koch asked how many students from the program 
or graduates from the program have gone on active duty and have 
gone to either Iraq or Afghanistan. COL Albrecht responded that 
approximately 32 0 officers have graduated from UNI's program; 
with 12 officers being commissioned per year in the last five 
year. Out of those officers, about 75% have been in Iraq or 
Afghanistan, or are prepared to go there. Of the 320, many 
have retired or moved on to other occupations, but in the last 
five years most of their people have rotated through. This is 
going back to 1982 when the program began as a partnership with 
the University of Iowa. Dr. Koch noted that this would not 
account for students that are in the Reserves who have been 
called up for service. COL Albrecht noted the number is just 
officers that have been commissioned. Once a student is part of 
the program, he stated, they are unqualified for service because 
they have not gone through their officer basic training cours~, 
which qualifies them to be an officer to go into active 
operational service. Until that happens, they cannot be 
deployed. He did note that there are students that are not part 
of the ROTC program that take the classes, and many are Reserves 
who have been deployed. Many of the students that take their 
courses do so to see if the ROTC program is something that they 
want to be involved in. 
Dr. Dise stated that as an ROTC cadet at the University of 
Virginia, they were e xempt from being called to active military 
duty until after they were commissioned following graduation. 
Students that are involved in the Reserves or National Guard, 
remarked Dr. Koch, may not have anything to do with UNI's ROTC 
program, and the ROTC program very well might not know who they 
are. COL Albrecht responded that that is correct. He also 
noted that while he works for the ROTC, he is also a member of 
the National Guard, so he is familiar with that aspect but not 
the Army Reserve. He did note that there is an instructor in 
the Military Science Department that is involved with the Army 
Reserve. 
Senator Weeg referred to the Committees report of 4/15/03, 

asking if Cadet Siebert is female, as the report refers to 
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"her.N COL Albrecht replied that Cadet Siebert is a male. She 
also asked what counseling was provided for the cadets in the 
program following the death of 2LT R.Brian Gienau in Iraq in 
February. COL Albrecht stated that the cadets received 
counseling shortly after the program received notification of 
the tragedy. 
Senator Weeg asked if the students were also given the option of 
seeking counseling outside of the military and given economic 
support for that counseling. COL Albrecht responded that they 
have counseling available on both the National Guard side and 
the Army Reserve side. He noted that most of their cadets are 
SMP cadets. 
Dr. Dise commented that he will forward a corrected copy of the 
report to the Faculty Senate Secretary. 
On behalf of the Faculty Senate, Chair Bankston, received the 
report, and thanked Dr. Dise and COL Albrecht for their input. 
791 Mathematics Teaching Major Curriculum Proposal 
Catherine Miller, Mathematics, was present to discuss the 
proposal. She noted that this proposal precedes the more 
traditional curriculum change process as the state Board of 
Educational Examiners in the Department of Education made a 
change to the licensure requirements for secondary mathematics 
teachers. It is a change that many in the Mathematic Department 
at UNI support. They had been informed that this change would 
occur at a much later date which would enable them to go through 
the regular curriculum cycle to get UNI's Secondary Math 
Teaching major in compliance. The Board Examiners made the 
change effective December 2004, and UNI was not aware of this 
change until February 2005. This change is just a subset of 
what they had planned to bring through the curriculum process to 
update the major. The simple substitution will bring UNI's 
Mathematic Teaching Major in alignment with state licensure 
requirements so teacher candidates, upon graduation, will 
qualify for a license to te a ch secondary mathematics in Iowa. 
Chair Bankston stated that the catalog shows 800:092 being 
offered in both fall and spring semesters and 800:143 being 
offered only in the fall. He asked if the Mathematics 
Department will offer it both semesters under the current 
proposal. Dr. Miller responded that currently their numbers are 
down in the major so with advising it won't be necessary to 
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offer it both semesters but should numbers increase they would 
offer it both semesters. 
Chair Bankston also remarked that since there are a number of 
courses providing the same experience as 800:092, and wondered 
if there are plans to drop that course? Dr. Miller replied that 
yes, they plan to do that in the larger curriculum package that 
will follow. 
Vice Provost Koch noted that this proposal has been through all 
the steps in the curriculum process, being approved by the 
Department, College, University Curriculum Committee and the 
Council of Teacher Education, and is now coming to the Senate 
for approval. 
Motion by Senator Chancey to approve the proposal; second by 
Senator Pohl. Motion passed. 
792 	 Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments Curriculum 
Proposal 
Dr. Sunggye Hong, Department of Special Education, was present 
to review the proposal and answer questions from the Senate, and 
provide background information on students with visual 
handicaps. He noted that there currently about 900,000 students 
in the United Stated with visual impairments being educated in 
the school system; in Iowa there are about 700 students 
receiving special educational services. These numbers include 
students that are totally blind to students with low vision. To 
serve and provide educational services for these students a 
Professional Teacher of Students with Visual Impairments Program 
was established. A number of states offer programs to train 
these teachers with about 30 such programs in the United States. 
Iowa does not have any teacher-training programs for students 
with visual impairments, however some teachers in Iowa have 
received training in other states or through via distance 
education. Professionals working in the field, as well as the 
Board of Regents (BOR) , saw the necessity to come up with an 
Iowa-training program to produce qualified teachers for these 
students. The program was established in 2001 and Dr. Hong 
became involved here at UNI in December 2003. 
They 	are proposing 8 new courses in the program, Dr. Hong 
stated, in addition to student teaching. These courses are 
based on the competencies given by national standards, such as 
the Council for Exceptional Children. Two of the courses cover 
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instruction including Braille; one course covers the necessity 
and characteristics of students with low vision; one course 
includes basic information about the population with low vision. 
There is a course called Foundations of Orientation and Mobility 
where students get information on travel options and aids for 
students with impaired vision. There is also a course called 
Teaching Students Who are Visually Impaired with Additional 
Disabilities, as more than 60% of students with visual 
impairments also have additional disabilities. The course, 
Assistive Technology for Students with Visual Impairments, 
covers large screen readers, Braille printing machines and other 
assistive devices. The Methods of Teaching Students with Visual 
Impairments examines assessment as well as strategies of how to 
teach and implement educational services for students with 
visual impairments. This program also includes about 350 hours 
of contact with students with visual impairments in the Student 
Teaching courses. 
Senator Chancey noted that all of these courses require no 
additional resources according to the curriculum forms. Dr. 
Hong responded that the Board of Regents asked UNI to establish 
this program, and they are on a three-year cycle of "soft 
money", reverting to "hard money" as of July 1. They have 
currently received a $50,000 two-year grant and about $500,000 
from the School for the Blind to be used to support students' 
tuition and expenses. 
Provost Podolefsky stated that about four years ago, the 
superintendent for the Iowa School of the Blind and the BOR all 
indicated interest in a program that would train teachers. This 
was prior to the state budget crisis and UNI committed to 
developing this program in conjunction with the Iowa School for 
the Blind. Money for this was allocated at that time but we had 
no program to come forward with, as we did not have qualified 
staffing. This money have been there for a while so there are 
resources. The Provost noted that this program has received 
strong support from the BOR and they all will be excited to see 
the fruits of that effort. 
Senator Zaman commented that all of the new courses were 
graduate courses, and asked if the minor courses would be the 
same courses. Dr. Hong responded that all the courses are "G" 
level courses that can be taken for both graduate and 
undergraduate credit. 
Vice Provost Koch remarked that the proposal has been through 
all the steps in the curriculum process at both the 
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undergraduate and graduate levels, and approvals have been given 
at every step. 
Senator Zaman noted that he counted 22 credit hours for the new 
courses, and asked if Dr. Hong would be teaching all of these 
courses? Dr. Hong replied that this program is being set up as 
a cohort program; with what is currently offered along with 
these new courses, they are looking at students completing this 
program in one and one-half years including some summer course 
work. 
Senator Zaman stated that he is concerned that all of the 
courses will be taught by the same person. Dr. Hong stated that 
they will be brining in quest speakers from around the state as 
well as hiring an adjunct through their grant writing so the 
students can have more than just his opinion. He did express he 
also has concerns about the heavy workload for himself. 
Provost Podolefsky asked if any of these courses would be 
delivered by distance education by people at other institutions, 
such as the University of Iowa. Dr. Hong responded three of the 
new courses will be offered via the Iowa Communications Network 
(ICN) on Thursday evenings and three classroom courses will be 
offered as Saturdays only, 9:00 - 5:00 with Dr. Hong as the 
instructor. 
Chair Bankston asked if there would be any problems with the 
Graduate College approving an adjunct to teach "G H level courses 
if funding became available to hire an adjunct. Vice Provost 
Koch replied that if that were to happen, there would be a 
request submitted for temporary graduate faculty status and the 
Graduate College would decide. 
Chair Bankston asked Dr. Hong if his commitment to teaching 
would impact his other responsibilities. 
Dr. Hong responded that many of the courses that are part of the 
program are being offered now as experimental courses. Prior to 
beginning this new program he realized that it would not be an 
easy thing to do. A significant amount of time is also given to 
recruiting. He had anticipated all of those challenges, finding 
that some are more difficult than he expected, some easier, but 
so far he is enjoying what he is doing. 
Chair Bankston asked how he plans to recruit students. Dr. Hong 
replied that they have used a number of different efforts, 
advertising through KUNI, contacts with special education 
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directors throughout the state, advertising through professional 
conferences, and direct contact with individuals showing 
interest in the program. They are not expecting a large number 
of students in the program because it is a small field, about 10 
- 12 per cycle. 
Faculty Chair Power commended Professor Hong on his cimmittment 
to the program, and noted that the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving 
School, as well as the BOR, are moving in the right direction on 
this issue. Many of the questions today deal with the fact that 
as colleagues, the senate wants to make sure he has time to 
receive tenure, publish, and pursue other academic endeavors. 
He wished Dr. Hong good luck in the program. 
Senator Weeg asked if the Assistive Technology would be provided 
in the URS Lab? Dr. Hong replied that he does have some 
assistive technology in his office and will use some community 
resources, including the School for the Blind in Vinton, 
depending on the situation. Senator Weeg noted that she served 
on the Campus Coordinating Committee for Disability 
Accommodations and will urge Chair Marti Reineke to have Dr. 
Hong speak with the committee because the issue of assistive 
technology on campus is something that they are interested in. 
Senator Couch Breitbach remarked that having this program on 
campus is going to help both our undergraduate program as well 
as our coaching courses and clinics. She hoped that Dr. Hong 
would serve as a resource for people who want to become coaches, 
to learn how to deal with students that have mild visual 
impairments. As a coach herself, she has encountered more 
students on the field and the court with mild visual impairments 
than in the classroom. Teaching coaches how to deal with those 
students, as well as teaching our teachers, is just as important 
as teaching them how to deal with the more profound visually 
impaired students. She's learned through her experiences in 
coaching volleyball and softball how to make it safe for those 
students. Dr. Hong stated that he would be happy to help out. 
Motion by Senator PohI to approve the curriculum proposal for 
Teacher of Students with Visual Impairmnets; second by Senator 
Couch Breitbach. Motion passed. 
794 	 Emeritus Status request, Paul D. Whitson, Department of 
Biology 
Motion by Senator Zaman to approve; second by Senator Pohl. 
/ 
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Senator Vajpeyi was unable to attend today's meeting but 
prepared remarks that Chair Bankston read. Senator Vajpeyi 
noted that Professor Whitson had 33 years of service at UNI, was 
dedicated to high standards of teaching, mentored numerous 
graduate students, developed the UNI Prairie Preserve, and was a 
very decent human being with a sense of humor and concern for 
his students. 
In response to Senator Weeg's question about Professor Whitson's 
information sheet, it was noted that due to the short turn 
around time from Monday's meeting, that sheet was not included 
but will be sent to the senator's at a later date. Chair 




Chair Bankston presented recognition plaques to senators that 
will be leaving the Senate after having concluded the maximum 
number of consecutive years of service as allowed by the 
University. He noted that all made significant contributions to 
the Senate and the university 
Karen Couch Breitbach, College of Education, 1999 - 2005. 
Senator Couch Breitbach thanked the Faculty Senate for the 
privilege to serve and believes that she has gained a greater 
insight into the workings of the university by serving on the 
Senate as well as serving on the Liberal Arts Core Committee, 
which she would not have been able to do had she not been a 
member of the Senate. She also served on a number of other 
committees over the years, which has broadened her view of how 
business is conducted on this campus. She noted that she has 
really enjoyed her six years and thanked the Senate. 
Christian Ogbondah, College of Humanities and Fine Arts, 1999 ­
2005. Senator Ogbondah apologized to the Provost for not 
attending his reception yesterday, but noted that as the 
university says, Students First. He stated that it has been a 
very great experience for him to serve on the Senate for the 
past six years. One of the reasons why he wanted to be a 
senator is that someday when he goes back to Nigeria, is home 
country in Africa, he would like to get involved in higher 
educational administration and he thought the Senate would be a 
/ 
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good opportunity for him to learn. He thanked the Senate for 
the opportunity to serve. 
Dhirendra Vajpeyi, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 
1999 - 2005. Chair Bankston noted that Senator Vajpeyi was 
unable to attend the meeting. 
Mir Zaman, College of Business Administration, 1999 - 2005. 
Senator Zaman thanked the Senate for the opportunity to serve. 
Chair Bankston stated that the Senate would also like to 
acknowledge Faculty Chair Dan Power for the contributions he 
made throughout the year and presented him with a recognition 
plaque as well. He noted Faculty Chair Power has a lot of 
experience and insights on how the university and administration 
works, and has helped him on numerous occasions throughout the 
year. 
Faculty Chair Power stated that it has been a great year to 
serve with the Senate, and noted that his term doesn't really 
end until the fall Faculty meeting. He will be at UNI's 
graduation, which will be the last ceremony that he will be able 
to represent the faculty. He thanked the Senate and asked them 
to keep up the good work. 
Chair Bankston remarked that even though Provost Podolefsky is 
not a senator officially, the Senate would like to acknowledge 
the contributions he has made throughout the years. 
Provost Podolefsky thanked Chair Bankston, stating that he did 
not expect this recognition. He also remarked that he enjoyed 
being at this table for seven years and the Senate is a great 
organization and it has been transforming for the last several 
into a formal, thoughtful, pro-active policy group that is 
viewed increasingly positively across the campus. He has heard 
many good things about the Senate, and that governance is so 
important and the Senate is the key body to that. He thanked 
the Senate for the recognition plaque. 
Senator Couch Breitbach asked Chair Bankston to review the 
results of the Senate elections. Chair Bankston stated that he 
does not have those results. 
Chair Bankston urged the Senate to participate in the Campus 
Climate survey, which is confidential and provides faculty the 
/ 
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opportunity to voice their opinions and shares experiences about 
the university's culture and attitudes. The survey is available 
on-line through May 2 and can be accessed it through My 
UNIverse. 
COMMENTS FROM PROVOST PODOLEFSKY 
The Provost thanked Chair Bankston for his comments yesterday at 
his reception. 
COMMENTS FROM FACULTY CHAIR, DAN POWER 
Faculty Chair Power stated that in the past year he tried to 
take a broad view of matters that came before the Senate. He 
had two agenda items that he wanted to address this year; one 
being parking, which was not very successful. The other issue 
was student retention, which was also not very successful. He 
actively participated in the Campus Conversation, Chaired the 
Presidential Review Committee, and attended Senate meetings. HE 
found his service to be an enjoyable experience. 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
UNI Campus Conversation 
Chair Bankston stated that at Monday's Senate meeting there was 
a request that the Senate continue this conversation. He asked 
the senator's for any additional input. 
Chair Power noted that his concern is still with leadership. 
Chair Bankston noted that he will forward the input that has 
been given to Carol Bodensteiner, Special Assistant to the 
President, by the Friday deadline. 
Senate Speakers Series Report 
Chair Bankston stated that Senator's Herndon and Vinton served 
on that committee. 
Senator Herndon stated that the report was sent to the Faculty 
Senate Secretary after hours yesterday and as there was not time 
to get it to the Senate, she reviewed it for the Senate. 
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Senator Herndon stated that Senator Vinton and Vice-Chair O'Kane 
also served on this committee, meeting several times during the 
spring. At the first meeting they were not certain what their 
charge was from the Senate, what exactly were they suppose to 
do. They went back and looked at information that came from the 
faculty but that didn't give them much direction. She reviewed 
these comments for the Senate. 
The committee looked at their budget, which put any, big name 
speakers out of their range. They then set up some goals as to 
the kinds of things they could do and looked at who their 
intended audience would be. They also looked at who currently 
brings speakers to campus and would they be competing with them. 
They tried to figure out what niche the Faculty Senate could 
fill, what could they do that is different from other speaker 
series. They also looked at all the expenses involved in 
bringing someone to campus. They also looked at tying in with 
other events or should it be a stand-alone event, as well as the 
time frame. They also looked at other existing series at UNI 
and programs at other universities. 
The committee also talked with Jan Hanish, who will be the new 
Assistant Vice President of University Event Coordination, as 
one of their concerns was that they could set up a wonderful 
speaker series and not know that someone else was having a 
speaker in at the same time. In talking with Ms. Hanish they 
discovered that if they were to spend $10,000 for a speaker they 
would not get anyone very well known. Ms. Hanish was familiar 
with some speaker events that had been done in the past and 
offered information as to what all is entailed in having a 
speaker come to the university. 
After these meetings and discussions, they decided to come up 
with a theme. They decided on "Academia Makes a Difference u and 
modeled what CHFA has done with the Hearst Speaker Series by 
rotating it between colleges. 
As a committee, their recommendation is for the Senate to accept 
their report and their idea of the theme "Academia Makes a 
Difference u and to establish a standing committee to begin to 
implement that, hopefully as early as Spring 2006. The Senate 
could accept their report but say that they need to brainstorm 
for more ideas before deciding. 
Chair Bankston thanked the Provost for this money, which will be 
placed in the Faculty Senate's budget as a line item. 
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Senator Ogbondah commented that from what he has heard today is 
that the committee is inviting people who are purely academic, 
either in research or the classroom. There may be people out 
there who are not academic but can corne here and make 
intellectually stimulating presentations, people who have 
experiences such as civil rights activists, people whose 
experiences may apply to our campus community. 
Senator Herndon responded that that might be another option, 
looking at other ideas. In looking at the university, why do 
another speaker s eries, are we competing with other speakers 
series? There are a number of wonderful speakers that corne to 
UNI but it seems that people are unaware of this. Her own 
opinion is, is this really valuable and to what level do we want 
to do this. But we may be able to find our niche with our 
limited budget among all these other series. 
Senator Heston commented that another thing to think about is 
collaborating with people who would like to bring in a higher 
caliber speaker and pool our resources, co-sponsoring a speaker. 
She also noted that the American Democracy Project (ADP) has 
also talked about doing a speaker series with local speakers 
involved in local civic engagement. In looking at this issue, 
they also discovered that there are a number of speaker series 
and what they need to do is a better job of getting people to 
those speakers. One of the ADP's goals for the next year is to 
focus on creating discussion groups that prepare for these 
speakers. But she would not know where to find that master 
calendar that lists all the speakers scheduled. She did note 
that she liked the idea of rotating it among colleges as she 
thought colleges would find that interesting. 
Senator Pohl suggested that there are many faculty members that 
are on boards or board of trustees, and most of these co-board 
members are Nobel Laureates. If the Senate wanted, they could 
get these speakers at an affordable price, if not for expenses 
only. 
Senator Heston responded that they did talk about that and it 
becomes an issue of who you know that makes it accessible. She 
brought up the Hearst Speakers Series, as an example, where they 
had several speakers. The Senate could also consider if they 
wanted to do this as an annually or bi-annually event, which 
would provide more options. 
/ 
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Senator Weeg stated that this spring she was involved in a 
discussion group with a known speaker as a result of a tie to 
UNI. She also agreed that it would be important to talk with 
Jan Hanish on this as there are times when there are several 
things going on. 
Faculty Chair Power noted that he appreciates the thoughtful 
questions that have been raised but it may be that this 
committee doesn't have to run it all and can solicit proposals 
from colleges and faculty, and provide the funding so it becomes 
a Senate sponsored program. Individual faculty members with 
contacts but no easy way to get the funding could bring someone 
on campus. This same idea could work for a college. 
Senator Couch Breitbach commented that the Senate could also do 
just as much by supporting some of the existing speakers series 
as opposed to trying to create a new one. 
Provost Podolefsky remarked that sometimes there are well known 
people listed as potential speakers and are sponsored by 
organizations, and if you have a list of such people you can, at 
times, get well know speakers. Another possibility is to offer 
a series as a credit course and have it open to the public, 
which was done when he was at West Virginia. He also suggested 
a series on learning, a theme that can cross the colleges, and 
noted there are many other such themes. He also noted that he 
thought a speaker series is a good thing, and he believes we can 
get very good people at reasonable costs. 
Senator Heston noted that it appears the Senate is ready to form 
a standing committee that might draft a specific proposal to 
figure out what the next step is. 
The Provost commented that the Senate needs to look at what they 
are trying to accomplish with the speaker series. 
Chair Bankston responded that there is a Senate task force to 
examine the possibility of establishing an honor code at UNI. 
Bringing in a speaker on this topic or someone from a university 
that has an honor code could be a tie in. 
Senator Vinton remarked that that was what the committee looked 
at, what exactly was their mandate, what was their niche, what 
was it that the Senate was asking for in a speaker series, 
outside speakers of our own. If they are going to do a speaker 
series than there has to be a statement behind it that says what 
we represent and why we're doing it.. 
J 
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Dean Lubker, CHFA, stated that the Hearst Series has brought in 
a number of good speakers. The endowment is now approximately 
$25,000 per year. This series is rotated across the departments 
and last year Communicative Disorders brought in 4 or 5 well 
known speakers including Steven Pinker. The Senate may be 
surprised at what they can get for their money as this $25,000 
also covered all the expenses for their speakers. 
Chair Bankston stated that in listening to these comments, it 
sounds like this may be an appropriate item to include in the 
fall retreat. Where does the Senate want to lead the university 
and how would the Senate speaker series help the Senate pursue 
its initiatives. He recommends that this be tabled at this 
time. 
Associate Provost Koch announced that next Friday, April 29, 
3:30 ~ 5:30, there will be a Graduation Reception honoring our 
graduating graduate students, about 270 of them. This will be 
an indoor/outdoor reception, downtown Cedar Falls, between Cup 
of Joe and the Oster Regent Theatre lobby, with live music and 
food. Each graduating graduate student will receive a gift. 
Chair Bankston thanked the Senate for all their work during a 
very busy year. He noted that there will be a retreat at the 
beginning of fall semester. Next year the Senate will examine a 
number of issues including a review of the Curriculum Process, 
Curriculum Review, CETL, possibility of establishing a Honor 
Code, relationship between Senate and Committees that report to 
it, and Dual Careers. He thanked the Senate for their patience 
this semester. 
ADJOURNMENT 
The motion to adjourn was approved. 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Dena Snowden 
Faculty Senate Secretary 
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